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SUBJECT:  Use of Government-Wide Purchass Cards

In support of Deputy Secretary Hamre's direction t3 expedite use of the government-wide
Purchidse card, [ am direering that the purchase card be the methed of paymene for training '
Frquests. medical services, and certain purchases made with Nonappropriated Funds, This policy
15 19 be implemented no laer han Ocober 1, 1998,

The govemment-wide purchase card shall be wsed as the methad of payerent for all
commercial training eequests using DD Foarm 1356 valued at or below 325,000, Components are
encauraged 1o issur & govemment-wide purchase card 0 those authorized o abligate and expend
funds by means of the DD Form 1556, This fore may be used for any curcently authorized
DUrpose, b shall cite the puechase card a3 the method of payonant. .

_ All medicad services valued at o below 52,500 shall be procored using a govemment-
Wl_'iil: purchase card unless it is determined to be inapprepriae or not cost cffective, The Medical
Prime Veador Program and the DoD hedical Electronic Cataleg (ECAT) Program are two
eXamples where the use of the pucehase card may not be cost effective, Bacause of the
Whn!:snlc pricing of medical products and low- cost elactronic fund transfers, the purchase of
medical supplies and.equipnent through these programs are often more effective than use of the

govemment-wide purchase card.

Government-wide purchase cards shall not be used o purchase medical services in the
Following cirewmstances: the purchage involves a controlled substance or narcatic: the purchase
must be suppoced by ehe submission of a Health Tare Summary Record (HCSRE) to dectiemnent
the najure of cans purchased: the ultimate price of the medieal care 15 subject 10 4n independent
det&r_min;:tinn that changes the peice paid based on applicaten of 2 mandatory CHAMPUS
é"-“liammum Allowable Charge (CMAC) detarmination that reduces the government liabilicy befow
billed charges; whers the government has already enteced into a contracieal arangement with a

&



Coniractar Pay for health care services without the use of 2 purchase card; and whep ha
Murchaser is 5 beneficiary secking medieal care,

Dol Nenappropriated Fund instrumentalities (NAFTs} wil] uge the governmeni-wide
Purchase carg o other peeexisting commercial eredit eard for goods and SCIVICes procured with
fOnappropared funds {MATS valusd ar or below 32 500 when Appropriate and cogt effective.
DoD NAFTs wit| AcCapi the government-wide puschace ¢ard in activijes where personal credjr
CArds or oher Purchase cards are accommodared,

“OgALZANCE over (ha PrOStam area. Any specific questions abour the: government-wida purchase
card, howevear, should be diceeted to AZENCY program codrdinators or the Purchase Card
Management Oifics o (703} 631-7564.
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